Title of Lesson:  Studying Dickinson’s “Hope is…”
Class:  any level writing/reading/literature course   

Teacher Objectives:  Apply Dickinson’s “Hope is…” as a model for study of parts of speech.



Extend student digital literacy through work with poetry tools.

State or National Standards/Student Objectives:  

NCTE:
Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts.

Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g.,spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts.

Students use a variety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.

Brief Lesson Description:  Students will manipulate the “Hope is…” poetry tool to explore how language works to convey meaning.
Procedures: 
Activator/Stimulus – Journal activity – list as many rich, loaded nouns, adjectives and verbs as you can within two minutes.
Activity:  Students, in teams, will work to generate examples of both effective and noneffective “Hope is…” poems using the poetry tool.  Full class discussion, using these examples, will be held following 10 minutes of work with the tools.  Using a graphic organizer, students will make a “best of” and “worst of” list which is paired with explanations as to why each “works” or does not “work” to effectively convey meaning.  Also within the discussion, expect to cover what it is to sound “poetic.”
Following the discussion, students will be asked to write their own “hope is…” poems.

Follow Up:  Reflection in student journals, full class oral sharing of composed work.  

Evaluation:  Students will work with the teacher to generate a rubric for evaluating the completed poetry.  This rubric will be applied to all writing submitted at the end of the class period.

Closure/Summarizer:  Full class oral sharing of composed poems.
Equipment/Supplies:  Students will need to be “booked” into the English department computer lab for one class period.  Teacher must check links to poetry tools website prior to the start of the class period.
